
PORT OF SUNDERLAND 

NOTICE TO MARINERS 

ENGLAND, NORTH EAST COAST 

NtM 05/2026 – Deployment of subsea passive acoustic array 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the University of St Andrews is 
undertaking a Passive Acoustic Monitoring study of bottlenose 
dolphins in the coastal waters of Tyne and Wear, Durham, and 
North and East Yorkshire. 

Activity: Array Installation 
Start Date:  15th June 2026 
End Date: 30th June 2027 
MLA License: L/2025/00490/1 

The RV Fortuna, will be installing a subsurface array scientific 
mooring with FPOD & CPOD instruments, with a provisional start 
date of 15th June 2026, subject to suitable weather conditions. The 
location of the mooring is; 

Deployment Name Location 
Sunderland 54°54.8400'N 01°20.1000'W 

Range and bearing from Roker Lighthouse is 0.75Nm x 126°T 

ALL MARINERS ARE REQUESTED TO MAINTAIN A GOOD 
LOOKOUT AND PASS WELL CLEAR.  

This will remain in position for 12 months with a provisional end 
date of 30th June 2027. Upon recovery the entire mooring will be 
removed. Works will occur within daylight hours. Completion of the 
deployments is expected within 2 days. The mooring will be 
serviced at 4-6 monthly intervals. Service visits are expected to be 
completed within two days. 

During operations RV Fortuna will be restricted in its ability to 
manoeuvre and will display appropriate day shapes and light in 
accordance with COLREGs, alongside transmitting its position on 
AIS. 



 
 
 
Mooring Description 
A lightweight, seabed deployed subsurface acoustic-release 
mooring will be used with the FPOD/CPOD deployments. The 
vertical mooring is max. 5m in height above the seafloor. The 
equipment will comprise one 75 kg clump weight that will sit on the 
seabed with a maximum footprint of 0.25m2. Immediately above 
the clump weight a 1m section of rope will secure to the base of 
the Sonardyne acoustic release device. Above the acoustic 
release there will be an approx. 2m tall section of riser rope with 
the FPOD and CPOD devices in-line and trawl floats at the top of 
the riser rope. 
 
Vessel Details 

 
 
Onshore Liason: Dr Carol Sparling 
Phone: +44 (0)1334 463446  
Email: ces6@st-andrews.ac.uk 
 
 
Additional information can be obtained from Local Port Services, 
Port Control, Sunderland, on 0191 514 2752. 
 
CAPTAIN A. K. ULLAH (or Deputy in absence) 
 
Harbour Master, 
Port of Sunderland, 
Capstan House, 
South Docks, 
Sunderland, 
SR1 2BU.                                                                         Dated: 03rd June 2026 

mailto:ces6@st-andrews.ac.uk

