Port of
Sunderiand #¢

Port of Sunderland — Ballast Water management information for
visiting ships 2026

1. Introduction

This guide provides information for ships visiting Port of Sunderland regarding ballast
water management. It is issued to comply with the UK Merchant Shipping (Control and
Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments) Regulations 2022, which
implement the IMO Ballast Water Management (BWM) Convention. The aim is to
prevent the spread of harmful aquatic organisms and invasive species.

2. What ships can and cannot do in Sunderland
Ships may:

- Discharge ballast water only if treated using an approved Ballast Water Management
System (BWMS) meeting the D-2 standard.

- Discharge ballast if the vessel qualifies for an exemption (UK domestic trade only,
sealed ballast tanks, or warships).

Ships may not:

- Discharge untreated or unmanaged ballast water.

- Discharge without proper records in the Ballast Water Record Book.

- Assume the port provides ballast reception facilities (the Port of Sunderland does not).

3. Ballast Water Management Systems (BWMS)

Ballast Water Management Systems are designed to disinfect and neutralize harmful
organisms in ballast water. If functioning and certified, ballast water may be discharged
in the River Wear. If the BWMS fails, ballast water must be retained on board, the
system repaired, or authorisation sought from the MCA before discharge.

4. Guidance for ships with problems

If a ship fails to exchange ballast or suffers BWMS failure:
- Record the incident in the Ballast Water Record Book.

- Notify Port Control and the MCA immediately.



- Retain ballast on board wherever possible.
- Only in exceptional cases (safety/stability) may the MCA authorise a controlled
discharge following a risk assessment.

5. What Port of Sunderland will check

- International Ballast Water Management Certificate (IBWMC).
- Approved Ballast Water Management Plan.

- Ballast Water Record Book entries.

- BWMS operational status (logs, alarms, treatment records).

- Confirmation of exemptions if claimed.

6. Contact information

Port of Sunderland — Port Marine Operations
portmarineoperations@sunderland.gov.uk

UK Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA)
Via local Marine Office

Guidance: MCA Ballast Guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mgn-675-mf-amendment-1-the-
merchant-shipping-control-and-management-of-ships-ballast-water-and-sediments-
regulations-2022

7. Summary for Masters

- Do not discharge untreated ballast in Sunderland.

- Ensure all discharges are treated to D-2 standard or are exempt.
- Maintain records and be prepared for inspection.

- Contact Port Control if in doubt.
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