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           PORT REGULATION, PLANNING AND SECURITY 

Port of Sunderland 
 Section 1. Port security and ISPS compliance 

Port of Sunderland complies with the requirements of Chapter XI-2 of the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and Part A of the International Ship and Port 
Facility Security (ISPS) Code. 

The port operates under a valid Port Facility Security Plan (PFSP) approved by the Maritime 
Security and Resilience Division of the Department for Transport. 

The port is designated for the following protection categories: 

• Other Bulk Cargoes (OBC) 
• Chemical, Oil and Gas (Tier 3 COG) 
• As the PFSP is a restricted document under the ISPS Code, it is not available for public 

distribution. 
• Security services at the port are delivered by SSG Support Services Group Ltd under 

contract with Sunderland City Council. 
• Uniformed security officers maintain 24-hour access control to the port estate and 

carry out CCTV/ANPR surveillance and mobile patrols in accordance with applicable 
legislation, including GDPR requirements. 

• Additional security arrangements such as restricted area security, ship access control 
and static guarding may be arranged subject to operational requirements and 
availability. 

• Port Facility Security Officer (PFSO) 

Marine Services Manager and Port Facility Security Officer (PFSO) 

Tel: 0191 553 2147 

Email: PortmarineOperations@sunderland.gov.uk 

Security Gatehouse (Barrack Street Entrance) 

Tel: 0191 553 2133 

Email: portsecurity.gatehouse@sunderland.gov.uk 

 

Section 2. Port Control and Local Port Services 

Port operations are coordinated from Port Control at Greenwell’s Quay, which provides a 
continuous Local Port Services (LPS) function in accordance with Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency (MCA) requirements. 

Marine communications are maintained on VHF channels 14, 11 and 16 under the call sign 
“Sunderland LPS”. 



Section 3. Emergency Planning 

The Port of Sunderland Emergency Plan provides a structured and coordinated response to 
serious incidents within the port’s jurisdiction, whether afloat or ashore. 

The plan aligns with the contingency arrangements of: 

• Emergency services 
• Sunderland City Council 
• Port facility operators 
• Other relevant agencies 
• Controlled copies of the plan are issued to designated organisations and responders. 
• Safety Management System and Port Marine and facilities Safety Code (PMSC) 

Port of Sunderland operates a comprehensive Safety Management System (SMS) in 
accordance with the Port Marine and facilities Safety Code (PMSC) and its associated 
guidance issued by the Department for Transport. 

The SMS applies to: 

• Marine operations 
• Marine facilities 
• Marine infrastructure 
• Port-owned and controlled marine assets 
• Navigational safety management 
• Emergency preparedness and response 
• The SMS provides a structured framework for: 
• Identification and control of marine risks 
• Incident reporting and investigation 
• Competence and training management 
• Operational procedures 
• Audit and review 
• Continuous improvement 
• Governance and accountability 

 
The SMS is a controlled management system document. Operational procedures are not 
published publicly; however, the port maintains full compliance with the Port Marine and 
facilities Safety Code and undertakes assurance and audit activity in line with national 
guidance. 

 

Section 4. Marine safety and environmental policy 

Port of Sunderland is committed to the highest standards of safety and environmental 
management. 

We conduct all activities with due regard for: 



• Port users and visitors 
• Employees and contractors 
• Vessel crews 
• Local communities 
• The natural environment 

Our objectives are to: 

• Prevent accidents and incidents 
• Reduce risks to as low as reasonably practicable 
• Protect the marine and natural environment 
• Promote safety awareness 
• Achieve continuous improvement 

We apply a systematic approach to safety and environmental performance and measure 
outcomes through audit, monitoring and formal review processes. 

All contractors and service providers engaged in marine operations are required to comply 
with this policy and operate within our management systems. 

 

Section 5. Oil spill contingency plan 

The Port of Sunderland oil spill contingency plan is approved by the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency under the Merchant Shipping (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and 
Co-operation Convention) Regulations. 

The plan establishes arrangements for: 

• Incident response 
• Resource mobilisation 
• Notification procedures 
• Environmental protection 
• Recovery operations 

Controlled copies are distributed to appropriate statutory bodies and response 
organisations. 

 

Section 6. Port Health 

Port Health services for Port of Sunderland are provided by Sunderland City Council 
Environmental Health Department. 

Services include: 

• Vessel inspections 
• Control of infectious disease 



• Pest control inspections 
• Food hygiene enforcement 
• Water quality verification 
• Public health monitoring 

Contact: 

Tel: 0191 553 1661 

Port of Sunderland website has a direct link to Port Health. 

 

Importation of animals and rabies controls 

The United Kingdom enforces strict controls on the importation of animals to prevent the 
spread of rabies and other diseases. 

Masters of vessels arriving from overseas must declare animals on board to: 

• Port Health Authority 
• HM Revenue and Customs 

Except where authorised under the Pet Travel Scheme, animals may not be landed at the 
Port of Sunderland. Animals must remain secured onboard vessels at all times and may not 
be landed, exercised or walked on the port estate. 

Port of Sunderland (including the Marina and upriver berths) is not an approved entry point 
under the Pet Travel Scheme. 

Unauthorised landing of animals may result in enforcement action. 

 

Section 7.Port Byelaws 

The following byelaws apply within the Port of Sunderland: 

• Port of Sunderland Byelaws, 1978 
• Port of Sunderland (Explosives) Byelaws, 1983 
• Port of Sunderland (Petroleum Spirit and Carbide of Calcium) Byelaws, 1983 
• Byelaws are made under the Sunderland Corporation Act 1972. 
• Copies are available on request. 
• Pleasure Craft – Information for Owners 
• Pleasure craft operators should note: 
• Mooring without permission of the Harbour Master is prohibited 
• Registration is mandatory for all vessels 
• Harbour dues are payable annually 
• Failure to comply may result in enforcement action 
• Unauthorised mooring may result in vessel removal 



• Identification marking is required 
• Persons under 16 may not operate mechanically propelled vessels 
• Harbour-master directions must be followed 
• Identity passes and vehicle permits are required for access to secure port areas. 

 

Port Jurisdiction 

Sunderland Corporation Act 1972 

Port of Sunderland shall be deemed to include: 

An area bounded to the north by am imaginary line extending from the promontory 0r point 
described on the 1.25000 ordinance map of Sunderland (Provisional Edition  sheet NZ 36) as 
Souter Point in the direction of 80® 00’ (from T.N.) into the sea for a distance of 1,600 feet 
from the line of high water shown on the map and bounded to the south by a imaginary line 
extending from the point marked “B.P.” immediately to the south of mouth of Ryhope Dene 
on the said ordinance map of Sunderland (Provisional Edition sheet NZ 35) in the direction of 
81® 55’ (from T.N.) into the sea for a distance of 3,650 feet from the line of high water 
shown on the map and bounded to the east by an imaginary line between the easter 
extremities of the lines described above; and 

The docks: and 

The river- meaning so much of the river as extends from an imaginary line (drawn across 
that river near South Biddick from National Grid reference point 430920553430 to National 
Grid reference point 430960553470) to the sea, including the tidal area enclosed by the 
Roker Pier and the New South Pier and an imaginary line between the extremities of those 
piers. 

Which together are in this Act referred to as “The Port” 

The HM jurisdiction continues up river to Biddick ford. 

Visiting the port 

Port of Sunderland operates a visitor entry and induction system, please complete both see 
web site link. 

Workboats and tugs 

All workboats and tugs should be registered when operating within the port’s Jurisdiction , See web 
site for forms. 

Pleasure boats – information for owners 

No person shall moor a pleasure craft in the port without the consent of the Harbour Master 
(Byelaw 14). 

Any boats which have been moored without authorisation must be moved. Failure to do so 
may result in the boat being moved by the Harbour Master at the sole risk of the owner and 



the cost of doing so charged to the owner. It is emphasised that no vessel has authority to 
moor at the West Wall (Commissioners Quay). 

All boats must be registered with Port of Sunderland at Capstan House, Greenwell’s Quay, 
South Docks and moored where instructed. 

Harbour dues are payable yearly in advance and are payable for a period of one year or part 
thereof. Such dues are subject to VAT. 

Harbour dues are payable on demand. Failure to pay may result in the boat being arrested 
and possibly sold. 

All changes of ownership must be notified immediately. Failure to do so may result in 
authorisation to moor being withdrawn. 

Owners are reminded that the berth is allocated to the boat and not an individual. 
Therefore, on sale of a boat, the berth remains with the boat and consequently the new 
owner. 

The owner shall ensure that the vessel is conspicuously marked with the vessel’s name or 
other similar means of identification (Byelaw 28). 

No person under the age of 16 years of age shall oversee a vessel propelled by mechanical 
power (Byelaw 28). 

The master of any vessel shall ensure that the vessel is laid as close as possible alongside the 
quay, land or premises at which she is berthed and neither the vessel nor her moorings 
obstruct other vessels (Byelaw 49). 

No person shall trespass on, make a vessel fast to or interfere with any navigational buoy, 
light, beacon, sea mark or tide gauge (Byelaw 55). 

A person shall lay down moorings only with the permission of Port of Sunderland to such 
specifications and in such a position as Port of Sunderland shall deem fit and shall remove 
such moorings forthwith if Port of Sunderland so direct (Byelaw 58). 

Any person in breach of Port of Sunderland Byelaws, 1978, is liable to prosecution. Boat 
owners and associated persons are strongly advised to familiarise themselves with the full 
content of these byelaws, copies of which can be downloaded from the Port Byelaws section 
of this webpage. 

Owners and bona-fide crew members of boats moored in the South Docks must hold a valid 
photograph identity pass and (where applicable) a current vehicle identity disc. Passes can 
be obtained from the Port Facility Security Officer at Port Control at a cost of £10 for first 
issue and £5 for subsequent renewal. 

Any person who does not hold a valid photographic identity pass or (where applicable) a 
current vehicle identity disc is liable to be refused entry to the port estate. 



Any queries concerning the mooring or use of pleasure boats within Port of Sunderland 
should be directed to the Harbour Master or his deputy. Attention is drawn to Port Byelaws 
(131 – 133) which refer to the use of hired cranes. 
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